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West: An Annotated Bibliography of Tolkien Criticism - Supplement Two

One day a fair, sky-eyed lassie, with tumbling red hair
wandered into the old woman's forest hut, which was actually
nothing more than a cave in the side of the mountain. The
lassie longed to know her destiny; she found the old woman tending a roaring peat fire; shadows flitted about the walls of the
cave in the semi-darkness. Mary, for that was her name, crept
timidly up to the open fire. With crackling voice the old woman demanded why she had come. Mary gazed silently into the
glowing fire— a single tear fell into the blazing flames.

lassie's tear her future part!" Instantly Mary saw, flashing
in the flames, a glittering diamond-studded crown, and in the
center she saw herself. Overcome by excitement she plunged
her wee hands into the flames, attempting to seize the burning crown. Back she drew her singed fingers: in the palm of
her left hand there remained a single heart-shaped stone,
cooling slowly into a smoky gem. Proudly she clutched it,
while the old woman criaked: "the Cairngorm be thine as long
as thy love be fire-burnt— the crown must be given to another."

Then a very strange thing happened: the old woman lifted
her beautiful arms, brushing aside her flowing black hair,and
addressed the fire: "Burn, burn thrice bright, make of this

And thus it was that Mary Queen of Scots first learned
of her ill-fated reign— all because one lass had courage enough
to take her heart's desire without fear.
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This is a continuation of the effort to list all books and articles
by and about J. R. R. Tolkien, begun with the bibliographies published in
Orcrlst If 1 and If2. As always, Section A is devoted to works by Tolkien and
Section B to scholarly and critical investigations of these works. Annotations are kept as objective as I can make them; an asterisk (*) indicates
that I consider that entry worth reading for some reason. I have used
the symbol "If" to designate an entry which has appeared in the bibliography
before but is here repeated with some addition or correction. It will be
noticed that I have abandoned
assigning each item a separate letter and
number (e.g, Al, Bl, etc.) and cross-referencing entries by this means.
This was very convenient for a single printing of the bibliography, but,
since entries are arranged alphabetically by author, it meant that new
insertions in the list could not be made without re-numbering or some
other awkwardness. I am now making cross-references by author, which I
trust will occasion no confusion.
SECTION A
"Henry Bradley, 3 December 1845 - 23 May 1923," Bulletin of the Modern Humanities Research Association, No. 20 (October, 1923), pp. 4-5.
Epitaph for a fellow scholar.
"Some Contributions to Middle-English Lexicography," Review of English
Studies Vo1. I (April, 1925), pp. 210-215.
"The Devil's Coach-Horses," Review of English Studies Vol. I (July,
1925), pp. 331-336. Notes on Middle English aeveres.

SECTION B
Carter, Lin. "Notes on Tolkien, Part I: Theme and Form," Xero No. 7
(November, 1961). Xero is a science-fiction fanzine. This article
and the three following ones were incorporated in Carter's book (see
below, Look).
Carter, Lin. "Notes on Tolkien, Part II: Names and Places," Xero
No. 8 (May, 1962).
Carter, Lin. "Notes on Tolkien, Part III: Sources and Influences,"
Xero No. 9 (September, 1962).
Carter, Lin. "What About This Tolkien Fellow, Anyway?" Triumph
(November, 1966). Evidently a condensed version of the Xero articles.
Carter, Lin. Tolkien: A Look Behind The Lord of the Rings. New York:
Ballantine, 1969. An expansion of the three Xero article*, giving a
brief biography of JRRT, plot summaries of H and LOTR, a treatment of
Tolkien's ideas on fantasy, and a discussion of a tradition of fantasy
from Gilgamesh to the present day (sweeping over classical epic, French
chansons de geste. Spanish and Italian epic, Spenser, William Morris,
Lord Dunsany, Eddison, Pratt, Peake, Kendall, Carner, and Alexander),
with the Scandinavian Eddas and sagas seen as the major wellspring
of Tolkien's inspiration. Mr. Carter's enthusiasm is infectious,
but much of his commentary on older works suffers from a lack of
historical perspective and there are many inaccuracies in his book.
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Del Ray, Lester. "A Report on J. R. R. Tolkien," Worlds of Fantasy
Vol. I, No. 1 (October, 1968), pp. 84-85. Article in a science-fiction "pulp" magazine. JRRT has revolutionized modern literature and
single-handedly created a demand for fantasy in soft-cover publishing. His books are "filled with such things as the love of beauty,
the dignity of ordinary people, and the oonflict of good and evil"
(p. 85).
Derrick, Christopher. "And See Ye Not Yon Bonny Road?" Tablet Vol.
222 (February 10, 1968), p. 132. SWM review. JRRT is here a miniaturist, offering a sad, wise book that is a myth of great delicacy,
teaching that ordinary life deserves a patient and positive attitude.
Egoff, Sheila. The Republic of Childhood: A Critical Guide to Canadian Children's Literature in English. Toronto: Oxford University
Press, 1967. Brief mention of JRRT. H "is a fantasy set in a world
that never was...and yet it is English to the core..." (p. 3). H
and LOTR "have epitomized fantasy for our own generation" (p. 136).
Evans, W. D. Emrys. "The Lord of the Rjngs," The School Librarian
Vol. 16, No. 3 (December, 1968), pp. 284-288. General discussion
article, dealing with: the rigorously opposed but complex forces of
good and evil; the ring of power as a measure of the strength of
those who resist its temptation; the skilful blending of diverse
strands of mythology; the beauty and power of places, things, and
names.
s

/

*

Leaud, Francis.
L Epopee Religieuse de J. R. R. Tolkien," Etudes
Anglalses Tome XX, Ne 3 (1967), pp. 265-281. JRRT's work is littleknown in France. It is not enjoyed by positivist readers, but appeals to people of a broadly religious temperament (whether or not
they have a formal creed). To provide too precise an interpretation
would betray the text, but in general the mythic fantasy of H and
LOTR speaks without ever naming them of the mysteries of Providence
and grace. JRRT's mastery of language also helps explain his appeal.
The living world of Middle Earth compares favorably with the dramatized
Europe of War and Peace.
Ready, William Bernard. "The Tolkien Relation," Canadian Library
Vol. 25 (September, 1968), pp. 128-136. Not to be confused with
the same author's book of the same title. Tolkien's fantasy is
essentially religious in character and relates man to the world
around him, making of life the struggle that it really must be.
For those who are interested, W. P. Dagger has an article about
Mr. Ready in Canadian Library Vol. 24 (May, 1968), pp. 651-652.
tfReady, William. Understanding Tolkien and The Lord of the Rings.
New York: Paperback Library, 1969. Soft-cover reprint of his
book, The Tolkien Relation, published in 1968. Annotated in
Supplement One of this bibliography, in Orcrist If2.
Reinken, Donald L. "J. R. R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings:
A Christian Refounding of the Political Order," Christian Perspectives: An Ecumenical Quarterly (Winter, 1966), pp. 16-23.
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no question on the part of any impartial judge that this entry
deserves to be asterisked.

*Stevens, Cj. "Sound Systems of the Third Age of Middle-Earth,"
Quarterly Journal of Speech Vol. 54 (October, 1968), pp. 232240. "This present study...seeks to present a more compact and
systematic overview of one aspect of the language of the Third
Age: the sound systems. Consideration is given especially to
the dialects of Eldarin." (p. 232)
*West, Richard C. "An
ExtrapolationVol. X,
revised and expanded
from (basically) the

//Wojcik, Jan. "Tolkien’s Lord-of-Rings Quest Likened to Christmas
Gospel," Boston Pilot (December 24, 1966), p. 8. See Orcrist //I
for annotation, and correct the date and add the page number for
that entry.

Annotated Bibliography of Tolkien Criticism,"
No. 1 (December, 1968), pp. 17-45. Somewhat
version of Section B only of the bibliography
first two issues of Orcrist. There can be

Woods, Samuel, Jr. "J. R. R. Tolkien and the Hobbits," Cimarron
Review Vol. I, No. 1 (September, 1967), pp. 44-52.

2Ibid, p. 43.

3ibid, p. 60

4Ibid, pp. 82-83.

^Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Biographia Literaria (New York, 1939),
p. 378.
“

% Qepre of tf)e l^orcL of Tj^e ftlpcjs

8Cf. Jan Wojcik, "Tolkien and Coleridge: Remaking of the 'Green
Earth'," Renascence XX (Spring, 1968), 134-39, 146.
^Tolkien, "On Fairy-Stories," p. 45.
8Ibid, p. 61j n. I.

(continued from page 7)
is a parable. However, it is the nature of a parable to make the bearer
imagine himself as the central character, and to say to himself, "I am
this person, now what do I see and how should I act?" In this sense,
Kafka's The Trial is more clearly a parable. And within The Trial, the
parable of the Law and the doorkeeper is particularly suited to demonstrate the immediate relation that must exist between the story and the
listener, for it to be termed a parable. The listener must compare himself to the central character of the story and draw directly from this
comparison his personal conclusions. This is the purpose of the parable.
Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings has a message for the listener; but,
strictly speaking, the immediate personal involvement, the direct personal message, is absent and prevents it from being more than somewhat
a parable. An allegory is a figurative story presenting an implied
meaning without expressly stating it, making use of metaphors or signs
to represent the undisclosed virtues, vices, and actions, which are the
essentials of the allegory. Abstract virtues will be represented in a
clear-cut, one-to-one relationship, bv the metaphorical representative.
For example, the lion may be the sign for bravery, in which case he will
be always brave. The serpent will usually be the sign for evil, or
cunning, in which case he will consistently be evil and cunning. The
one-to-one relationship is fundamental to allegorical representation.
Allegory uses analogy, and all correspondences are definite and complete.
The Lord of the Rings is not an allegory as such, but, loosely speaking,
one can claim that it has allegorical content. There are creatures
peopling Tolkien's world which are clearly referential to aspects of
human nature: there is the Ring which represents the inevitably corrupting influence of power; there is Sauron, the then current representative
of the Common Enemy with his suggestive reptilian name promptly recalling
his predecessor Wormwood. The correspondences, however, are rarely exact,
and the analogies are suggested but uncertain, and it would be wrong to
read the work as a connected allegory. Let us say that there is an underlying message suggested throughout, suggested by the everpresent inherent
morality of the work itself and that without this continuous, unfailing
undercurrent, The Lord of the Rings would be but an adventure story.
I have attempted to show the relationship of The Lord of the Rings
to various conventional literary genres as well as to point out the chief
merits and uses of these genres. By so doing, I hope to have indicated
the nature of this unique story and set forth its staange position as an
alien but very effective piece of work, a work which seems oddly isolated
from and yet clearly significant in the contemporary literary scene. Although I consider all the genres discussed influential, it seems to me
that The Lord of the Rings is basically a quest-story presented in an
epic and fairy-tale medium.

9Ibid, p. 74.

^Douglass Parker, "Hwaet We Hoibytla," Hudson Review, IX (19561957), p. 601.
l^G. K. Chesterton, Manalive (London, 1921).
■^Tolkien, "On Fairy-Stories," pp. 78-79.
13Ibid, p. 81.

14Ibid, p. 81.

l->For further illustration of this point, see Sandra Miesel, "Some
Religious Aspects of Lord of the Rings," Riverside Quarterly 3 (August,
1968), pp. 209-213.
^Tolkien, "On Fairy-Stories," p. 82.
17Patricia Spacks/'Ethical Pattern in The Lord of the Rings," Critique
III (Spring-Fall, 1959), p. 30. Reprinted in Tolkien and the Critics, ed.
Neil D. Isaacs and Rose A. Zimbardo (Notre Dame, 1968), pp. 81-99.
18lbid, p. 41.
39c. S. Lewis, George Macdonald: An Anthology (New York, 1948), p. 16.
20c. S. Lewis, "The Dethronement of Power," Time and Tide XLV (October,
1955) , pp. 1373-1374.
^ Dictionary of Classical Antiquities, ed. H. Nettleship and J. E.
Sandys (Cleveland, 1963), p. 345.
22W. P. Ker, Epic and Romance (New York, 1957), p. 17.
23Edmund Wilson, "Oo, Those Awful Orcs!" Nation CLXXXII (April,
1956) , p. 313.
24Ker, Epic and Romance, p. 165.

2^Ibid, p. 167.

26Ibid, p. 158.

28Ibid, p. 4.

27Ibid, p. 321.

29W. H. Auden, The Dyer's Hand (London, 1962), pp. 137-138.
30W. R. Irwin, "There and Back Again," Sewanee Review LXIX (Fall,
1961), p. 567.
33jbid, p. 570.

The general relevance of this tale to ourown world cannot be denied. As W. H. Auden says of it: "...however superficially unlike the
world we live in its characters and events may be, it nevertheless holds
up the mirror to the only nature we know, our own..."-^

•*2Parker, op. cit.. p. 601.

3AR. J. Reilly, "Tolkien and the Fairy Story," Thought XXXVIII
(1963), p. 94.

NOTES
lJ. R. R. Tolkien, "On Fairy-Stories," Essays Presented to Charles
Williams (London, 1947), p. 67.

33jbid, .p. 601.

35W. H. Auden, The Dyer's Hand, p. 162.
36y. H. Auden, dust jacket of The Two Towers, by J. R. R. Tolkien
(Boston, 1962).
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